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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Paying for College Information and Scholarship Searches
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Congratulations on taking the next step toward your future goals! Your first step is to remember to fill out the 2026-2027 FAFSA as soon as possible, after October 1, 2025. This document is live and will change as more opportunities become available. 

General Financial Aid Support
Financial Aid Checklist: https://www.uaspire.org/documents/info/financial-aid-checklist
(Do this before Dec 1st!) FSA ID Creation: How to Guide 
Identifying Contributors: https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info or scroll down for arabic and spanish
[bookmark: _heading=h.1c6cdl5186h4]Complete the 2026-2027 FAFSA as soon as possible, after October 1, 2025.
FAFSA How To: Has videos and steps
College Cost and Financial Aid Estimator
· uAspire’s College Cost Calculator: https://calculator.uaspire.org/ 
· Federal Student Aid Estimator: https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/


Student/Family Informational Sessions
· Virtual Financial Aid Events (for students): https://www.uaspire.org/News-Events/Virtual-Financial-Aid-Help-Events 
· Michigan virtual financial aid webinars for families
· Michigan Scholarship Info webinars
· Guide to Finding and Applying to Scholarships (blog post): https://www.uaspire.org/News-Events/uAspire’s-Guide-to-Finding-and-Applying-to-Scholar 

Scholarships (This will be updated regularly)

Due October 31, November 30, December 30, 2025 and more deadlines in 2026
https://www.sallie.com/scholarships/no-essay?utm_source=slmcom&utm_medium=web
$2,000 No Essay (Class of 2026, Class of 2027)
Additional Sallie Mae Scholarship Search: https://www.sallie.com/scholarships/scholly?utm_source=slmcom&utm_medium=web&utm_content=footer

Opening around (Feb, 2026)
LAFCU: Write to Educate Essay Scholarship contest- multiple winners-$5,000 (500 word essay, Employees of LAFCU and their immediate family members are excluded.


(Not Currently Open for Class of 2026) Junior Achievement (JA) Scholarship due April 25, 2025 ($250-$2,000, multiple winners)
Any student who has ever been involved with JA
Application Info

Leadership/Athletics/Service

Get To® Foundation Scholarship application- deadline February 15, 2026
· Seniors 3.0 GPA
· Play sport for at least 3 years
· October 15, 2025 - Scholarship Applications Open
· February 15, 2026 - Scholarship Applications Close
· February 25, 2026 - Select Applicants Invited to Interview
· February 15, 2026 - Interviews Begin
· April 1, 2026 - Interviews Conclude
· April 15, 2026 - Scholarship Decisions Released
· June 26, 2026 - Scholarship Banquet

Service/Leadership
(Not yet open) https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/equitableexcellence/-
Applicants to the Equitable Excellence® Scholarship Program Scholarship Program must:
· Be current high school seniors in one of the 50 U.S. states, District of Columbia or Puerto Rico who plan to enroll full-time in an accredited two-or four-year college or university in the United States for the entire upcoming academic year.
· Demonstrate ambition and self-drive to be a force for good in school, community or work activities
· Be willing to provide a release to publicize their identities and information about their achievements along with photographs for use in program promotion and information.
· Have a 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale.
Students with a deceased parent or experienced Foster Care
Memorial Scholarships
KidsChanceMichigan
Fostering Futures

Scholarships by County in Michigan
· County Search
· Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan- a lot of scholarships- 1 application
· Saginaw Community Foundation- 1 application- hundreds of scholarships including CTE

Michigan Specific Scholarship Programs
Michigan
MAS (No GPA requirement) Including Community College Guarantee
MAS (skills scholarship for certificates and tech programs)
Michigan Association of Broadcasters (those interested in broadcast or communications) January 16, 2026
Aspiring Teachers Golden Apple Scholars (December 1 priority deadline, March 1, 2026 final deadline)

General Scholarship Searches
Going Merry
BigFuture (juniors and seniors)
CollegeBoard: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search
Fastweb: https://fastweb.com
Cappex / College Greenlight: https://cappex.com/scholarships
GetSchooled


Specific Identity/Group Websites/Scholarships
FFA Scholarships: Opens November 1, 2025- Due January 16, 2026

Asian American /Pacific Islander
APIA Scholarship Program https://apiascholars.org/ (Will Open November 15, Due January 15, 2026))
USPAACC https://uspaacc.com/programs/education/college-scholarships

Arab American / Middle Eastern 
ADC https://adc.org/arab-american-scholarships/ (Michigan)

Black / African American
United Negro College Fund https://uncf.org/scholarships
NAACP https://naacp.org/find-resources/

Hispanic / Latinx
Hispanic Scholarship Fund https://www.hsf.net/
LULAC https://lulac.org/programs/education
Alsame Scholarship: https://alsame.org/scholarships/  Due February 28, 2026

LGBTQ+
Point Foundation Scholarships https://pointfoundation.org/scholarships (Applications open)
League Foundation Scholarships https://www.leaguefoundation.org/

Native American/ American Indian
American Indian College Fund https://collegefund.org/students/
American Indian Education Fund http://www.nativepartnership.org/

Undocumented Students
Special Populations (Mixed Status, Youth Experiencing Foster Care, Youth experiencing homelessness)
Resources (Scholarships, Info, Data)


CTE, Technical Colleges, and Engineering Schools Scholarships 
Horatio Alger Association Scholarships (Opens March 15, 2026) Can sign up for alerts.
ACTE CTE Search
SKILLSUSA students

Parent Resources (Loans)
Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loan Information: https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized 
Parent PLUS Loan information: https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/plus/parent
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